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On behalf of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and VDOT’s consultant, 
Parsons Transportation Group, Inc. (Parsons), Dovetail Cultural Resource Group (Dovetail), 
conducted an assessment of the Civil War battlefields identified within the proposed Interstate 66 (I-
66) study corridor in Prince William and Fairfax Counties, Virginia. The project involves improving 
I-66 from its interchange with U.S. Route 15 in Prince William County to Interstate 495 (I-495) in 
Fairfax County (Figure 1). VDOT, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), is preparing a Tier 2 Environmental Assessment in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act.  VDOT and FHWA completed a Tier 1 Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS) in November 2013 for the I-66 corridor from U.S. Route 15 to I-495.  FHWA 
issued a Record of Decision (ROD) on November 20, 2013 concurrently with publication of the 
Tier 1 FEIS.  VDOT, in consultation with FHWA, has determined to move forward with Tier 2 
studies for widening existing I-66 to result in two express lanes and three general purpose lanes 
in each direction from U.S. Route 15 to I-495, a total distance of approximately 25 miles (40.2 
km).  The project is an undertaking subject to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (36 CFR 800).  This management summary presents the findings of the 
Civil War battlefield assessment. Results of the Dovetail archaeological and architectural surveys on 
this project are detailed in separate management summaries. 

The purpose of the survey was to identify, within the Area of Potential Effects (APE), the 
boundaries of all Civil War battlefields and locate any previously undocumented battlefield 
features.  The APE for direct and indirect effects is defined as being 500 feet (152.4 m) on either 
side of the VDOT right-of-way (ROW).   
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Figure 1: Overview of the Project Area (USDA 2001).
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In January 2013, as part of the Tier 1 EIS, Dovetail completed an Architectural Assessment for 
the I-66 and VRE Extension Study Corridors, which comprised a similar study area in Prince 
William and Fairfax Counties (Dovetail 2013).  Four battlefields, Chantilly (029-0162), First 
Manassas (076-5335), Second Manassas/Brawner’s Farm (076-5190), and Manassas Station 
Operations (076-5036) were located within the 500-foot (152.4-m) direct study buffer that was 
defined in that report.  The report also identified the Manassas Battlefield Historic District and 
Expansion, which is listed on the National Register Historic Places (NRHP).  The Manassas 
Battlefield Historic District encompasses much of the federally-owned land included within the 
American Battlefield Protection Program’s designated Study Areas of the battles of First 
Manassas and Second Manassas/Brawner’s Farm, as well as portions of privately-owned land 
located adjacent to the federally-owned land.    

Project Methodology 

The 2002 Civil War Battlefield Preservation Act directed the Secretary of the Interior through 
the American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) to update the 1992 Civil War Sites 
Advisory Commission Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields (CWSAC). The update was 
required to address preservation activities at each battlefield since 1993 as well as changes in 
conditions and other relevant developments.  As part of the update, the ABPP created a four-
tiered system that included such factors as historic significance, current condition, and level of 
threat to determine preservation priorities among the battlefields. Draft reports for the updates 
are being released state-by-state on an ongoing basis.  The report for Virginia’s 122 battlefields 
was released in July 2009 (ABPP 2009).   

The battlefield Study Areas described in the July 2009 report were used to re-assess which 
battlefields were located within the project APE.  In addition changes that have been made to 
individual Study Areas since their release in 2009 including those made to the Study Area of the 
First Battle of Manassas in 2014 have also been taken into account.  Since the release of the 
CWSAC report in 1993, the National Park Service (NPS) has enhanced its battlefield survey 
techniques to include research, working with site stewards, identifying and documenting lines of 
approach and withdrawal used by opposing forces, and applying the concepts of military terrain 
analysis to all battlefield landscapes (ABPP 2009).  Each battlefield in the APE was assessed 
based on the Potential National Register (PotNR) boundaries as defined by the ABPP in their 
2009 report.  Only those areas of the ABPP-defined battlefields that have PotNR boundaries that 
fall within or partially fall within the project APE were assessed as part of the current survey.  It 
is important to note that there was a large Civil War encampment at Centreville near State Route 
28 that stretched west to the Fairfax-Prince William County border but because it is not an 
ABPP-defined battlefield, it and its remaining features will be assessed in the archaeology report 
for this project. 

Sections of the Study Areas of each identified battlefield located within the APE were visually 
inspected through a vehicular and pedestrian reconnaissance survey. Pedestrian reconnaissance 
survey was undertaken in PotNR areas to identify previously unrecorded battlefield features.  
Once identified, each potential resource was evaluated for its historic and physical integrity. The 
resources were documented through digital photographs, mapped using GPS, and keyed to 
project mapping.  
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In addition to the vehicular and pedestrian reconnaissance survey, a metal detector survey was 
performed as part of the archaeological survey for the project to aid in the potential identification 
of Civil War deposits. The archaeological survey examined selected portions of the project area. 
Previously surveyed areas were not resurveyed unless the previous survey did not meet the 
current DHR standards.  In addition a metal detector survey was performed in all areas within 
ABPP-defined battlefield Study Areas that did not previously include metal detecting. These 
areas are defined as numbered survey areas on detailed figures accompanying this Management 
Summary.  

Metal detecting was conducted along transects spaced at 25-foot (7.6-meter) intervals across the 
entire archaeological APE.  The archaeological APE is defined as being 100 feet (30.48 m) 
beyond the existing VDOT ROW.  All testable areas within battlefield study areas except those 
that fall within federally-owned land of the Manassas National Battlefield Park were subjected to 
a thorough examination.  Metal detecting was performed using Whites 9500 pro/psi and Tesoro 
Cibola metal detectors and was conducted in a zig-zag pattern along transects to ensure 
maximum coverage. Positive contacts were identified with pin flags. The locations of the pin 
flags were excavated to determine if the contact was positive for historic ferrous and/or non-
ferrous metal artifacts. The location of historic artifacts discovered during the metal detecting 
were mapped and collected. 

Fieldwork was conducted in November and December 2014 by Stephanie A.T. Jacobe, Adriana 
Lesiuk, and Katy Wolford.  Metal detecting was conducted by Kerry S. González, D. Brad 
Hatch, and Kevin McCloskey.  Kerri S. Barile and Mike Carmody served as Principal 
Investigators. Drs. Barile and Jacobe meet or exceed the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualifications Standards for history and architectural history; Dr. Barile, Kerry S. González, D. 
Brad Hatch, and Mike Carmody meet or exceed the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualifications Standards for archaeology [48 Federal Register 44739 (September 29, 1983)].  

Background Research 

With the refining of the APE for the Tier 2 Environmental Assessment for the I-66 
Improvements Project, the Study Areas of six battlefields were identified within the APE.  The 
Study Area of a battlefield includes the furthest extent of the historical footprint of the battle.  
The Study Area indicates the extent to which the historic and archaeological resources associated 
with the battle may be found and protected.  The Study Areas were delineated regardless of the 
present integrity of the landscape. The six battlefields identified are listed below in Table 1 and 
summarized briefly in the following sections.   

The PotNR boundary of a battlefield, as defined by the ABPP, is that portion of the Study Area 
that retains sufficient integrity and cohesion to convey the significance of the engagement.  It 
does not constitute a formal determination of eligibility by the Keeper of the National Register.  
This boundary takes into account the guidelines established in the NPS National Register 
Bulletin, How to Apply National Register Criteria (Andrus 1997).  
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Table 1: Battlefields Located Within the APE. 

DHR No. ABPP No. Battlefield Name(s) County Status 
029-0162 VA027 Chantilly Fairfax Not eligible 
030-5610/ 
030-1016 

VA025 Thoroughfare Gap Prince William 
and Fauquier 

Not evaluated/ NR 
listed/ 

030-5152 VA042 Buckland Mills Prince William 
and Fauquier 

Determined eligible 

076-5335/ 
076-0271 

VA005 Manassas I Prince William, 
Fairfax, and 
Loudoun 

Determined 
potentially eligible/ 
NR Listed 

076-5190/ 
076-0271 

VA0026 Manassas II/ 
Brawner’s Farm 

Prince William Determined 
potentially eligible/ 
NR Listed 

076-5036 VA024 Manassas Station 
Operations 

Prince William  Determined 
potentially eligible 

 

The Battle of Chantilly (029-0162) 

The Battle of Chantilly took place on September 1, 1862, two days after the Second Battle of 
Manassas as Stonewall Jackson hoped to cut off the Union retreat east.  He sent two of his 
divisions against those of Union Major Generals Stevens and Kearny. The fierce battle was 
stopped by a massive thunderstorm, which allowed the Union to continue to retreat east. 
Generals Kearny and Stevens were killed in the fight.  The Federals retreated beyond Fairfax 
Courthouse leaving Lee to invade Maryland.  The Battle of Antietam took place a little more 
than two weeks later on September 16−18, 1862.   

The Battle of Chantilly was centered in the area north and west the intersection of I-66 and U.S 
Route 50 in the Fair Oaks section of Fairfax County (Figure 2).  However, sections of the Study 
Area on the south side of the APE were quarried in the third quarter of the twentieth century and 
are now a massive landfill.  Areas to the north and west of the APE within the battlefield Core 
Area have been significantly altered in the last thirty years through the development of 
apartments, office buildings, and commercial space, and they retain no integrity.  The ABPP has 
classified the Battle of Chantilly as fragmented and destroyed beyond recognition.  The ABPP 
identified no PotNR for the Battle of Chantilly, as shown in Figure 3 and Figure 4. 

The Battle of Thoroughfare Gap (030-5610) 

On August 25, 1862, Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson put into execution a daring plan: they 
would split their army in two in an attempt to flank the Union position in Western Virginia.  The 
Confederates needed the Federal Soldiers out of the west in advance of the harvest and also to 
open up options for attacks into northern territory. Stonewall Jackson marched north from 
Warrenton with 24,000 men to attack the Union flank and the Orange and Alexandria Railroad.  
After staying in Fauquier County near the Sulphur Springs for an extra day, Lee and Longstreet 
took the rest of the army north following the same path that Jackson had taken the day before but 
at a slightly slower pace. 
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Figure 2: The Study Area of the Battle of Chantilly in Relation to the APE Showing No PotNR (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 3: Detail View of the Study Area of the Battle of Chantilly Showing the Landfill with 
 the APE (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 4: Detail View of the Study Area of the Battle of Chantilly Showing the Eastern Edge of the Study Area Crossing through Fair 
Oaks Mall (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 5: The Study Area and PotNR of the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap in Relation to the APE (Esri 2014).
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On August 28, they approached Thoroughfare Gap and found a small Union force waiting for 
them.  Jackson’s movements and the destruction of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad had 
alerted the Federals to the Confederate movements.  The Union blocked the eastern side of the 
gap, trapping the Confederates on the west.  General John Bell Hood was given the task of 
getting men over the mountains on the west side of the gap in order to clear the Union troops.  
Evander Law led his brigade of nearly 1,000 men over the rocky outcroppings of Mother Leather 
Coat Mountain and threatened the Union position.  Another two Confederate regiments climbed 
Pond Mountain on the eastern side of the gap, threatening that side of the Union flank.  At 
sundown, the Federal troops withdrew toward Gainesville leaving the Gap open for Lee and 
Longstreet to meet up with Jackson, who by that point was positioned along the Warrenton-
Gainesville Turnpike (U. S. Route 29) at Manassas (Hennessy 1993; Figure 5).    

The greatest portion of the Study Area of the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap is located to the west 
of the APE for the I-66 project.  This includes a section of the Core and Study Areas that are 
listed on the NRHP (030-1016) and that also contribute to the Broad Run/Little Georgetown 
Historic District (030-5514).  Only a small portion of State Route 55, the John Marshall 
Highway, which is part of the Study Area, comes in contact with the APE near the Haymarket 
Interchange.  State Route 55 was used by the Federal Troops to march west to intercept Lee and 
Longstreet and then later used by the Confederates to make their way to Manassas on the 
morning of August 29th to reinforce Jackson at the Second Battle of Manassas.   

As is shown below in Figure 6, only a small section of the Study Area near Haymarket has been 
designated as a PotNR by the ABPP.  The ABPP has categorized the Thoroughfare Gap as 
needing additional protection for preservation.  Of the 3,872.19 acres (1,567.01 hectares) within 
the Study Area of the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap, 3,488.62 acres (1,411.79 hectares) are 
considered to be PotNR.   

A previous study done for improvements for the U. S. Route 15 Interchange by Cultural 
Resources, Inc. recommended that all the PotNR in the vicinity of the U.S. Route 15 Interchange 
within the Study Areas of both the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap and the Battle of Buckland Mills 
be removed from NRHP eligibility due to its lack of integrity (Stewart et al 2012).  The DHR 
concurred with this recommendation in a December 13, 2012 letter and the Director of the 
VDHR signed off on these concurrences as of January 22, 2013.  Though this recommendation 
was concurred with for the previous project, mapping in the Virginia Cultural Resource 
Inventory System (VCRIS) was not altered to reflect that change so current mapping still shows 
these areas as PotNR.   
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Figure 6: Detail View of the Study Area and PotNR for the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap Showing the Intersection of State Route 55 
(John Marshall Highway) and the APE at the I-66/U. S. Route 15 Interchange (Esri 2014).
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The Battle of Buckland Mills (030-5152) 

After fighting to a stalemate at the Battle of Auburn on October 13−14, 1863, J.E.B Stuart and 
Fitzhugh Lee orchestrated one of the most famous routs of the Union army during the American 
Civil War at Buckland Mills.  It was the last victory for the Confederate Cavalry.  On the 
morning of October 19, 1863, J.E.B Stuart held the town of Buckland Mills against Union 
Generals Kilpatrick and George A Custer. Stuart strategically withdrew southwest toward 
Warrenton, luring the Federal army after him. The ploy worked and Kilpatrick followed Stuart 
down the Warrenton Turnpike (U.S. Route 29). Custer was supposed to follow Kilpatrick but 
delayed his troops for more than three hours, creating a separation between the two sections of 
the Union Army. Fitzhugh Lee moved his troops in from the south where they were encamped 
near Auburn with the idea of flanking the Union Army at Buckland. However, instead of finding 
the Union flank, he found Custer. Lee attacked, separating Custer’s men.  When Stuart heard 
Lee’s attack, he turned his men around and charged straight at Kilpatrick’s soldiers to his rear.  
The multipronged attack caused confusion and a mass retreat in the Union ranks.  Stuart’s 
Confederate Cavalry chased large sections of the Union Army in their disorganized retreat for 
several miles in an episode often referred to as the Buckland Races (Fonzo 2008).   

Though much of Kilpatrick’s Army did retreat back to Buckland Mills, some also retreated north 
to Thoroughfare Gap and then east along State Route 55, John Marshall Highway, to Haymarket.  
This led them away from the Confederate General Fitzhugh Lee’s attack on their flank and 
toward the easternmost section of the Union Army under General Custer.  Custer, in moving 
northeast up the Warrenton Turnpike (U.S. Route 29), would have joined together with these 
fleeing troops at Gainesville.    

The ABPP has identified the Battle of Buckland Mills as one in which comprehensive 
preservation is possible.  Out of the 10,375.40 acres (4,198.77 hectares) that has been included in 
the Study Area for the Battle of Buckland Mills just over 6,527.11 acres (2,641.42) of that has 
been designed as PotNR.  Figure 7 shows the far western retreat route north to State Route 55, 
John Marshall Highway, and a second route that proceeds across country and roughly follows the 
path of U.S. Route 15 to Haymarket.  The Town of Buckland is located on the far southern end 
of the Study Area.  Figure 9 shows the sections of the Study Area of the Battle of Buckland Mills 
at the Gainesville interchange where the section of the battlefield Study Area ends. It is 
important to note that although more than half of the Study Area is considered PotNR by the 
ABPP, the area around Gainesville where U.S Routes 29 and 15 and I-66 meet is not included.   

A previous study done for improvements for the U. S. Route 15 Interchange by Cultural 
Resources, Inc. recommended that the all the PotNR in the vicinity of the U.S. Route 15 
Interchange within the Study Areas of both the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap and the Battle of 
Buckland Mills be removed from NRHP eligibility due to its lack of integrity (Stewart et al 
2012).  The DHR concurred with this recommendation in a December 13, 2012 letter and the 
Director of the VDHR signed off on these concurrences as of January 22, 2013.  Though this 
recommendation was concurred with for the previous project, mapping in VCRIS was not altered 
to reflect that change so current mapping still shows these areas as PotNR.   
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Figure 7: Study Area and PotNR of the Battle of Buckland Mills in Relation to the APE (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 8: Detail View of the Study Area and PotNR for the Battle of Buckland Mills 
 at the U.S. Route 15 Interchange (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 9: Detail View Showing the End of the Study Area of the Battle of Buckland Mills at Gainesville with No PotNR (Esri 2014). 
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The First Battle of Manassas (076-5335) 

The First Battle of Manassas was the first of the major battles of the American Civil War to take 
place in Virginia.  Union General Irvin McDowell left Washington looking to engage the Rebel 
Army to the west.  McDowell attempted to cross Bull Run at Blackburn’s Ford on July 18, 1861.  
The Confederate troops repelled him but he knew he had found the main body of the Confederate 
army.  The reconnaissance-in-force at Blackburn’s Ford decided McDowell on a plan to attack 
from the north (Davis 1995).   

The Confederate army was positioned looking east expecting a direct assault but also scattered in 
various places so as to enable adjustment if it proved necessary.  General P.G.T. Beauregard was 
the master strategist for the First Battle of Manassas, though Joseph E. Johnston had been 
designated the commanding General of the Confederate army.  The battle was largely fought on 
the Confederate side by the initiative of the commanders in the field because many of 
Beauregard’s orders for movement were never received.  Beauregard had regiments positioned 
along Bull Run on the south from Blackburn and Mitchell’s Ford near the Manassas Depot and 
north to the Stone Bridge along the Warrenton-Gainesville Turnpike (U.S. Route 29).  In taking 
the bulk of his army farther north to Sudley Ford, McDowell attempted to flank the Confederate 
position along Bull Run.  However, as the battle grew more intense, sections of the Confederate 
army marched toward the sounds of battle as nearly all the commanders were anxious for a fight.  
They arranged themselves on the field and worked together to repulse the continuous Union 
attack (Davis 1995).  

McDowell and his commanders made two mistakes.  First, they underestimated the Confederate 
commanders, and second, they fielded their men one regiment at a time, not taking advantage of 
their superior numbers.  Also, as many of the Union troops had never seen battle, it was 
extremely detrimental to morale and discipline for the men to watch each regiment be destroyed 
by the Confederate army before another was sent in.  An issue for both sides at First Manassas 
was that often they could not tell each other apart.  Some Confederate regiments dressed in blue 
and some Union in grey.  The Confederates did develop signals but they were largely ineffective 
(Davis 1995).   

By the afternoon, most of the Confederate forces had come onto the field at Henry Hill on the 
south side of the Warrenton-Gainesville Turnpike (U.S. Route 29) and created a massive line 
facing the Federal troops.  McDowell’s commanders were still sending out their men one 
regiment at a time.  Each was then scattered by the fire from the Confederate line, and then 
retreated back for the next regiment to come out.  At the end of the day, few of the Union 
Regiments were intact and they could not hold together any longer in the face of the Confederate 
onslaught.  The Confederate commanders saw this and pressed the Union troops, who retreated 
back toward Centreville in a highly disorganized manner.  They simply ran down U.S. Route 29 
and across Bull Run.  A number of onlookers from Washington had come out to watch the battle 
and, though they were a reasonably safe distance away, they were caught up in the disorderly 
retreat (Davis 1995; Figure 10).   

The Core Area and sections of the Study Area of the First Battle of Manassas are located within 
the boundary of the Manassas Battlefield Historic District (076-0271).  Of the 18,052.10 acres 
(7,305.42 hectares) of the Study Area, only 3,521.93 acres (1,425.27 hectares) are protected.  A 
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total of 8,067.50 (3,264.8 hectares) acres has been designated as PotNR by the ABPP for the 
First Battle of Manassas.  The areas within the APE that fall within the Study Area and PotNR of 
the First Battle of Manassas are shown in Figure 11 through Figure 16.  The overlapping areas of 
the Manassas Battlefield Historic District are also shown.   

The Second Battle of Manassas (076-5190) 

After abandoning the burning Union supply depot at Manassas Junction, Stonewall Jackson took 
his army of roughly 24,000 men north of the old battlefield along the Warrenton-Gainesville 
Turnpike in an attempt to draw Pope’s army into a fight.  He positioned his men to the west of 
the former Union position on Matthews’ Hill at the Brawner Farm and behind the unfinished bed 
of the Manassas Gap Railroad.  On August 28, 1862, Jackson attacked a brigade of Pope’s army 
as it marched down the turnpike in search of him.  The first engagement of the Second Battle of 
Manassas lasted only a few hours until dusk.  But Pope thought he had found Jackson and moved 
the bulk of his troops into position to attack the next morning at Groveton.  Longstreet and Lee, 
with the remainder of the Confederate army, had come through Thoroughfare Gap early the 
morning of the 29th and hearing the cannon fire hurried to Jackson’s aid.  They arrived at the end 
of the day to shore up his lines and repulse the Union advance.  The battle continued again the 
third morning, this time with the entire Confederate army attacking Pope simultaneously and 
soundly defeating him (Hennessy 1993; Figure 17).  

The Core Area of the Second Battle of Manassas is located within the Manassas Battlefield 
Historic District. But of the 17,346.50 acres (7,019.87 hectares) of the Study Area, only 4,525.81 
acres (1,831.53 hectares) are protected.  A total of 8,006.36 acres (3,240.05 hectares) has been 
designed as PotNR by the ABPP for the Second Battle of Manassas.  The areas within the APE 
that fall within the Study Area of the Second Battle of Manassas are shown in Figure 18 through 
Figure 25 below. 
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Figure 10: The Study Area and PotNR for the First Battle of Manassas in Relation  
to the APE (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 11: Detail View of the First Battle of Manassas Showing the Study Area and PotNR Area near Balls Ford Road (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 12: Detail View of the First Battle of Manassas Showing the Area near the Route 234 Interchange with I-66 (ESRI 2014). 
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Figure 13: Detail View of the First Battle of Manassas Showing the PotNR Area in the vicinity of Compton Road at Bull Run. The 
Entire Area Depicted is Included in the Study Area (Esri 2014).   
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Figure 14: Detail View of the First Battle of Manassas Showing the PotNR East of Bull Run and South of Compton Road. The entire 
area depicted is included in the Study Area. (Esri 2014).     
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Figure 15: Detail View of the First Battle of Manassas Showing the PotNR east of Mount Olive Road. The Entire Area Depicted Is 
Included in the Study Area. (Esri 2014).  
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Figure 16: Detail View of the First Battle of Manassas Showing the Interchange of Route 29 and I-66 with No PotNR (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 17: The Study Area and PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas in Relation to the APE (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 18: Detail View of the Study Area for the Second Battle of Manassas Showing State Route 55 at Haymarket, Longstreet’s 
Route to Reinforce Jackson with No PotNR (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 19: Detail View of the Study Area and PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas Showing the Interchange of I-66 and U.S. 
Route 29 at Gainesville (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 20: Detail View of the Study Area and PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas Showing the Area at the State Route 234 
Bypass and I-66 (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 21: Detail View Showing the PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas with the Manassas National Battlefield Park on the 
North Side of I-66 in the Vicinity of Route 622 (Groveton Road). The Entire Area Depicted Is Included in the Study Area. (Esri 2014).   
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Figure 22: Detail View of the PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas Showing the Area near Balls Ford Road and the Route 234 
and I-66 Interchange The Entire Area Depicted Is Included in the Study Area. (Esri 2014). 



 

31 

 

Figure 23: Detail View of the Study Area and PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas Showing the Developed Area between State 
Route 234 and the Manassas National Battlefield Park. (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 24: Detail View of the Study Area and PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas Showing the Area  
around Bull Run (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 25: Detail View of the Study Area for the Second Battle of Manassas Showing the U.S. Route 29 and I-66 Interchange near 
Centreville with No PotNR (Esri 2014).
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Manassas Station Operations (076-5036) 

On August 25, 1862, Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson put into execution a daring plan: they 
would split their army in two in an attempt to flank the Union Army encamped at Warrenton.  
Jackson took 24,000 men and marched north from Jeffersonton in Fauquier County to 
Amissville.  From there the army took a series of back roads through the small hamlet of Orleans 
north to White Plains, which was just west of Thoroughfare Gap.  Jackson’s army then crossed 
through Thoroughfare Gap at Broad Run on the Fauquier-Prince William County line and 
proceeded east through Haymarket along what is today State Route 55, John Marshall Highway, 
to Gainesville.  From Gainesville, the army continued in a southeasterly direction along State 
Route 55 to the Bristoe Station of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad.  Jackson’s army quickly 
took the lightly guarded station and proceeded to tear up the tracks, stopping the Union supply 
line from Alexandria (Hennessy 1993; Figure 26).   

Though the Union army was alerted to a Confederate presence on the Orange and Alexandria, 
they thought it was simply a raiding party and did not send substantial reinforcements.  This 
allowed Jackson to take a much larger prize: the Union Depot at Manassas Junction.  The depot 
was again lightly defended and Jackson’s army quickly sent the small force that defended it 
retreating east.  He had left General Richard S. Ewell and three brigades at Bristoe Station.  As 
the larger part of Jackson’s army was taking Manassas Junction, Ewell encountered Union 
General Joseph Hooker at Kettle Run.  Ewell held Hooker at Kettle Run until sunset and then 
joined Jackson at Manassas Junction.  The Confederate soldiers for several hours were allowed 
to feast on the largess of the Union supplies.  John Hennessy has stated that the amount of ink 
devoted to the feast enjoyed by Jackson’s soldiers on August 27, 1862 makes it one of the best 
documented days in Confederate history (Hennessey 1993:129).  Jackson did not hold Manassas 
Junction.  Instead, overnight he moved up State Route 234 to the old Manassas Battlefield north 
of the Warrenton-Gainesville Turnpike (U.S. Route 29).  He placed his troops there, waiting for 
the Union to find him and setting the stage for the Second Battle of Manassas (Hennessy 1993).   

All of the fighting that took place during the Manassas Station Operations happened well to the 
south of the APE.  Because of the large amount of troop movements, the Study Area includes 
sections of State Route 55, John Marshall Highway, and State Route 234.  Both of these roads 
used by Jackson to move his 24,000 troops in and out of Bristoe Station and Manassas Junction 
are still primary roads in Prince William County today.  State Route 234 has an interchange with 
I-66.  State Route 55 is located less than a quarter of a mile from I-66 and parallels it in the 
project area between Haymarket and Gainesville (Figure 27 and Figure 28).   

The Study Area as established by the ABPP in 2009 for Manassas Station Operations is over 
11,279.66 acres (4,564.71 hectares) but only 2,491.78 acres (1,008.38 hectares) are included in 
the PotNR boundary.  These areas are located to the south of I-66 in and around the area of 
Bristoe Station and Kettle Run.  The Manassas Junction Depot was located inside the town of 
Manassas, which is not considered by the ABPP to have retained enough integrity to be 
considered for preservation.  Manassas Station Operation is considered to be a fragmented and/or 
destroyed battlefield by the ABPP, in which only remnants of the landscape survive.  
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Figure 26: The Study Area and PotNR of Manassas Station Operations in Relation to 
 the APE (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 27: Detail View of Manassas Station Operations Showing State Route 55, the John Marshall Highway, in Haymarket in 
Relation to the APE (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 28: Detail of Manassas Station Operations at the Route 234 Interchange just south of the Manassas Battlefield Historic District 
(076-0271) (Esri 2014).  
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Survey Results 

Reconnaissance Survey  

As noted above in the Background Research section, large portions of each of the six battlefield 
Study Areas located within the project lack integrity, have severely compromised landscapes, 
and, consequently, were not included in the PotNR areas outlined by the ABPP in their 2009 
report (ABPP 2009).  The battlefield that is the most compromised of the six is Chantilly, a large 
section of which has been destroyed by mining and is presently a landfill (see Figure 3).  All 
sections of the Study Area of the Battle of Chantilly have been subjected to modern 
development.  Only Ox Hill Battlefield Park, which is located outside of the APE northwest of 
Fair Oaks Mall, exists as a commemorative space.  The Chantilly Battlefield (029-0162) has 
been determined not eligible by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR).   

In other cases, areas that were identified by the ABPP in their 2009 report as having enough 
integrity for potential eligibility have been further developed and lost much of their feeling and 
association.  This is particularly the case in Haymarket at the interchange of I-66 and U. S. Route 
15 just northeast of State Route 55, John Marshall Highway. State Route 55 in Haymarket played 
an important role in the Battles of Thoroughfare Gap (Figure 6), Manassas Station Operations 
(Figure 27), and the Second Battle of Manassas (Figure 18).  It is also included among the retreat 
routes for the Battle of Buckland Mills (Figure 8).  The PotNR areas for the Battles of 
Thoroughfare Gap (Figure 29) and Buckland Mills (Figure 30) intersect the APE on the 
southwest corner of the I-66 interchange on the north side of Route 55 as it heads west toward 
Thoroughfare Gap.  It is important to note that though the Study Area for Manassas Station 
Operations overlaps with Thoroughfare Gap and Buckland Mills, none of the area designated 
PotNR for Manassas Station Operations exists in this area.  Since 2009, the area has become a 
Walmart Shopping Center (Photo 1). 

The northwest side of the Haymarket interchange at I-66 is also included among the PotNR areas 
for the Battle of Buckland Mills (Figure 30), though not for Thoroughfare Gap, Manassas Station 
Operations, and the Second Battle of Manassas as those Study Areas only included State Route 
55.  Again in 2009 when the ABPP completed their report, only a small hospital was located on 
the northwest side of the interchange.  Today, the Haymarket Medical Center has tripled in size 
and is surrounded by a large housing development (Photo 2 and Photo 3).  
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Photo 1: Looking West across Route 15 at the Walmart Shopping Center Located at the Corner 
of U. S. Route 15 and State Route 55. 

 

Photo 2: Looking toward the Haymarket Medical Center across I-66 from the Rear of the 
Walmart Shopping Center. 
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Photo 3: Townhouse Development Located to the North of the Haymarket Medical Center.  

The study area for the Second Battle of Manassas in Haymarket begins on the east side of the 
intersection of U.S. Route 15 and State Route 55, basically at the end of the Battle of 
Thoroughfare Gap, which directly preceded it chronologically. The area east of the intersection 
of U.S. Route 15 and State Route 55 has not been designated as PotNR by the ABPP, no doubt 
due to the significant modern development in the town of Haymarket (Figure 18).  Because the 
landscape on the west side of the U.S. Route 15 interchange has been compromised by continued 
development, it is recommended that these areas within the APE be removed from the potential 
NRHP eligibility.  This area is included among the Study Area of the Battles of Thoroughfare 
Gap and Buckland Mills (Figure 29 and Figure 30).  Though the Study Areas of the Second 
Battle of Manassas and the Manassas Station Operations overlap at Haymarket, the same area 
has not been designated PotNR by the ABPP for those two battles.   

As was noted earlier a previous study done for improvements for the U.S. Route 15 Interchange 
by Cultural Resources, Inc. recommended that the all the PotNR in the vicinity of the U.S. Route 
15 Interchange within the Study Areas of both the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap and the Battle of 
Buckland Mills be removed from eligibility due to its lack of integrity (Stewart et al 2012).  The 
DHR concurred with this recommendation in a December 13, 2012 letter and the Director of the 
VDHR signed off on these concurrences as of January 22, 2013.  Though this recommendation 
was concurred with for the previous project, mapping in VCRIS was not altered to reflect that 
change so current mapping still shows these areas as PotNR.   

The Gainesville interchange of I-66 is included in the study areas of Buckland Mills (Figure 9) 
and the Second Battle of Manassas (Figure 19).  However, through the development of the area 
around Gainesville and the continued massive transportation improvements at the interchange 
itself, these areas have also not been designated as PotNR. 
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Figure 29: PotNR Areas for the Thoroughfare Gap battlefield on the Southwest Side of the U.S. Route 15 Interchange within the APE 
that Have Lost Integrity due to Development. (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 30: PotNR Areas for the Buckland Mills battlefield on the West Side of the U.S. Route 15 Interchange within the APE that 
Have Lost Integrity due to Development. (Esri 2014). 
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The State Route 234 Interchange with I-66 is included in the Study Area of Manassas Station 
Operations (Figure 28).  But as with the Gainesville interchange, the ABPP deemed State Route 
234 in this vicinity as lacking in integrity and did not designate this area as PotNR.   

The largest amount of PotNR areas within the APE are related to the First Battle of Manassas 
(Figure 11 through Figure 15) and the Second Battle of Manassas (Figure 19 through Figure 24), 
of which portions are included within the Manassas Battlefield Historic District.  The areas 
related to the Second Battle of Manassas that are outside the Manassas Battlefield Historic 
District are primarily located to the west and south.  To the west is Conway Robinson Memorial 
State Forest (076-0297) on the north side of Route 29 and a large private parcel adjacent to the 
Route 234 Bypass on the south (Figure 19 and Figure 20).  The Conway Robinson Memorial 
State Forest and the private parcel to the south retain some of the landscape features of late 
nineteenth and early-to-mid twentieth century agricultural land but no battlefield features were 
discovered on either area in the APE.  It is also important to note that the private parcel has been 
timbered.  Though neither is located within the core of the Battle of Second Manassas, these 
areas do retain some integrity of association and feeling and are included within PotNR Areas.   

South of U.S. Route 29 and east of University Boulevard is the Route 234 Bypass Interchange.  
Though the area within the APE retains its rural character and some association and feeling with 
the Second Battle of Manassas, the area within the VDOT ROW to the south has been altered by 
the Interchange which proceeds well north into the PotNR area. It appears that there was an 
effort to remove the interchange from the PotNR but the full area encompassed by the 
development was not removed.  Therefore, it is recommended that the entire interchange area 
within the APE be removed from the potential NRHP eligibility (Figure 31).  

On the south side of I-66 along Balls Ford Road is PotNR area for both the First Battle of 
Manassas (Figure 11 and Figure 12) and the Second Battle of Manassas (Figure 22).  This area 
does retain some of the landscape features of late nineteenth and early-to-mid twentieth century 
agricultural land but no battlefield features were discovered here.  Though the area does retain 
some integrity of association and feeling sections have been developed; a hotel and the 
beginnings of an office park are already located on this land.  The historic farmstead on the 
adjacent parcel (076-0207) to the east has been demolished in the last two years. Continuing east 
of the former farmstead the land is being used for parking and storage.  It is recommended that 
these areas that have been developed be removed from NRHP eligibility. The same areas to be 
removed are shown on Figure 32 for the Second Battle of Manassas and on Figure 33 for the 
First Battle of Manassas.   

On the south side of I-66 to the east are two large parks inside the PotNR area for the First Battle 
of Manassas: Mayhew Park, located on the south side of I-66 at the end of Balls Ford Road, and 
Bull Run Regional Park, located between the east side of Bull Run and the west side of Compton 
Road. Mayhew Park includes a series of graded ball fields and is bisected by a pipeline so no 
battle features were found there.  On the southwestern edge of the PotNR area adjacent to 
Mayhew Park, a building and parking lot for the University of Northern Virginia has been 
constructed (Figure 13 and Figure 33).   
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Figure 31: PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas at the I-66/Route 234 Bypass interchange that has Lost Integrity (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 32: PotNR for the Second Battle of Manassas on the South Side of I-66 that has Lost Integrity Due to Development. The Entire 
Area Depicted Is Included in the Study Area (Esri 2014). 
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Figure 33: PotNR for the First Battle of Manassas on the South Side of I-66 that has Lost Integrity Due to Development (Esri 2014).
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Bull Run Regional Park also has a large pipeline running inside the APE.  The eastern section of 
Bull Run Regional Park does retain some landscape features of late nineteenth and early-to-mid 
twentieth century agricultural land but no battlefield features were found. Both Mayhew Park 
and Bull Run Regional Parks retains their largely rural character of open fields and forest and 
some association and feeling with the First and Second Battles of Manassas.  The University of 
Northern Virginia covers only about 375 feet (114.3 m) of the PotNR area but development can 
proceed no further east as Mayhew Park provides a buffer between the commercial development 
and Bull Run.  It is recommended that the area encompassing the University of Northern 
Virginia and its facilities and parking lot be removed from NRHP eligibility (Figure 33).   

Continuing east on the south side of I-66 past Bull Run Regional Park is Izaak Walton Park, a 
private facility with a man-made lake adjacent to I-66 and a number of shooting ranges for both 
archery and firearms.  No battlefield features were discovered in this area either.  Features 
related to the Confederate Camp at Centreville were identified at Izaak Walton Park and these 
will be discussed in detail in the archaeology report for this project.  Though ranges and trails 
have been built at Izaak Walton Park, it retains its rural character and some association and 
feeling with the First and Second Battles of Manassas.     

The PotNR areas of the First Battle of Manassas include a large section of private land that 
extends to the east of the Manassas Battlefield Historic District on the north side of I-66 (Figure 
13 through Figure 15).  Near the eastern edge of the historic district boundary, on the north side 
of I-66 and the east side of Bull Run one badly eroded trench, Site 44FX3737 (029-5891; 076-
0271-0273) was discovered.  The feature relates to the First Battle of Manassas.  Figure 34 
shows the location of Site 44FX3737 and Site 44PW0458, Balls Ford across Bull Run.   

At the First Battle of Manassas, P.T.G. Beauregard positioned Phillip St. George Cocke’s 
brigade at Balls Ford and instructed them to hold it to the death (Davis 1995:169). Cocke’s 
position was part of Beauregard’s first strategy for battle before he realized that McDowell was 
attempting to flank him by bringing the Union army across Bull Run at Sudley Ford to the north.  
This trench is oriented north-south and located on the plateau adjacent to the original road that 
leads down to Bull Run and the ford.  Cocke’s men were in this area for most of the morning as 
they did not move toward Henry Hill to join in the main part of the battle until well into the 
afternoon.  They had plenty of time to dig in.  It is recommended that Site 44FX3737, the trench 
from the First Battle of Manassas, is a previously unknown contributing element of the Manassas 
Battlefield Historic District (076-0271). Balls Ford was also used by the Confederate army as 
part of their pursuit of the Union Forces.  The 30th Virginia Cavalry crossed Balls Ford late in 
the afternoon and pursued the fleeing Union Army east to Centreville. 
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Figure 34: Detail view showing Site 44FX3737 (076-0271-0273) in relation to Site 44PW0458 and the APE. The Entire Area 
Depicted Is Included in the Study Area of the First Battle of Manassas (Esri 2014). 
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In addition to locating the trench that was part of Cocke’s line, Dovetail surveyors also noted the 
excellent preservation of the landscape at Balls Ford along Bull Run within the APE.  
Photographs were taken of Bull Run by Matthew Brady’s photographers in the days after the 
battle.  Photo 4 and Photo 5 demonstrate the preservation of the landscape by comparing a photo 
taken of Bull Run by one of Brady’s photographers in July 1861 and another photograph taken 
by Dovetail surveyors in December 2014.  The modern photo looks south along Bull Run from 
Balls Ford toward the bridge on I-66, which is just outside the view. The area in which Photo 5 
was taken is part of the 2005 expansion of the Manassas Battlefield Historic District. 

Continuing east from Bull Run to areas outside the Manassas Battlefield Historic District on the 
north side of I-66, no further battlefield features were discovered.  However, the landscape does 
retain features of late nineteenth and early-to-mid twentieth century agricultural land.  The areas 
south and west of Compton Road, particularly along Cub Run do retain both association and 
feeling with the First Battle of Manassas.  At Compton Road and its intersection with I-66 is 
found the Upper Occoquan Sewage Authority Wastewater Treatment Plant.  In the area east of 
the treatment plant is Cub Run Trail.  The trail itself was constructed on top of large pipelines 
related to the wastewater treatment plant.  It is not a historic landscape feature and retains no 
feeling or association with the First Battle of Manassas (Figure 35).  The trail represents only the 
small northern portion of the PotNR land in this area as it is adjacent to the modern housing 
development on the north side of the PotNR area.  The areas closer to Cub Run do retain their 
integrity, feeling and association with the First Battle of Manassas. 
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Photo 4: Photograph of Bull Run in July 1861 by a Brady Photographer  
(Library of Congress). 

 

Photo 5: Photograph of Bull Run inside the Manassas Battlefield Historic District (076-0271) 
Looking South from Balls Ford toward I-66 taken by Stephanie A.T. Jacobe  

in December 2014.   
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Figure 35: Areas on the Northwest Side of the Cub Run Trail within the APE that are Considered PotNR for First Manassas but Have 
Lost Integrity due to Development. The Entire Area Depicted Is Included in the Study Area  

of the First Battle of Manassas (Esri 2014). 
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Archaeological Metal Detecting 

Archaeological survey areas were included in the detail figures above in the Background 
Research section.  In Table 2, each area that was subjected to metal detecting in addition to 
archaeological shovel testing is described.   

Table 2: Archaeological Survey Areas Subjected to Metal Detecting. 

Area Number 
Within a Battlefield 

Study Area 
Metal Detected/Reason/Results 

1 Yes No/Disturbed 

2 Yes Yes/No Cultural Material 

6 Yes 
Yes/Potential Civil War-Era Material 

Recovered 

7 Yes 
Yes/Potential Civil War-Era Material 

Recovered 

8 Yes 
Yes/Potential Civil War-Era Material 

Recovered 
9 Yes No/Disturbed 

11 Yes No/Disturbed 

12 Yes No/Waiting ARPA Permit 

13 Yes No/Waiting ARPA Permit 

14 Yes 
Yes/Potential Civil War-Era Material 

Recovered 
16 Yes Yes/No Cultural Material 

17 Yes 
Yes/ Potential Civil War-Era Material 

Recovered 
22 Yes Yes/No Cultural Material Recovered 

23 Yes No/Disturbed 

24 Yes No/Disturbed 

25 Yes No/Disturbed 

26 Yes No/Disturbed 

46 Yes Yes/No Cultural Material 
 

A total of 56 artifacts was recovered during this portion of the work (Table 3). These artifacts 
were deemed to be representative of Civil War activities during the various battles and camp 
occupations in the area. No additional artifacts were recovered that would define lines of fire.  
Two archaeological sites were re-identified, sites 44FX1834 and 44FX1228, both defined as 
Confederate winter encampments.    
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Table 3: Artifacts Recovered During Metal Detecting. 

Area Battlefield/s Artifact Count 

6 Second Battle of Manassas Melted Lead 5 

7 Second Battle of Manassas Mortar Shell Fragment 1 

8 Second Battle of Manassas Horseshoe 1 

14 First Battle of Manassas Grapeshot 1 

17 First Battle of Manassas Cut Nails, Bullet and Iron Fragments 48 

Total 56 

Summary and Conclusions 

On behalf of VDOT and VDOT’s consultant, Parsons, Dovetail conducted an assessment of the 
Civil War battlefields identified within the proposed I-66 study corridor in Prince William and 
Fairfax Counties, Virginia. The project involves improving I-66 from its intersection with U.S. 
Route 15 in Prince William County east to I-495 in Fairfax County.  VDOT is generating a Tier 
2 Environmental Assessment in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act.  

The purpose of the survey was to identify, within the APE, the boundaries of all Civil War 
battlefields and locate any previously undocumented battlefield features.  The APE is defined as 
being 500 feet (152.4 m) on either side of the VDOT ROW. 

With the refining of the APE for the Tier 2 Environmental Assessment for the I-66 Improvement 
Project, the study areas of six battlefields were identified, including the Battle of Chantilly (029-
0162), the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap (030-5610), the Battle of Buckland Mills (030-5152), the 
First Battle of Manassas (076-5335), the Second Battle of Manassas (076-5190), and Manassas 
Station Operations (076-5036).  In addition, Dovetail recorded one previously unrecorded 
battlefield feature Site 44FX3737, which is related to the First Battle of Manassas and located 
within the boundary of the Manassas Battlefield Historic District (Figure 34).  Its features and 
recommendation are shown below in Table 4.  

Table 4: Summary and Recommendations for Battlefield Features. 

DHR No. Name(s) County Recommendation 

44FX3737 /029-5891 
/076-0271-0273 

Trench Fairfax 
Not individually eligible/ 

Contributing to the Manassas 
Battlefield Historic District 

 

Of the six battlefield study areas within the APE two, Chantilly (029-0162) and Manassas 
Station Operations (076-5036), have no PotNR within the APE.  The remaining four, which 
include the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap (030-5610), the Battle of Buckland Mills (030-5152), the 
First Battle of Manassas (076-5335), and the Second Battle of Manassas (076-5190), do have 
PotNR within the APE.  Fieldwork demonstrated that sections of the PotNR designated within 
these four battlefield Study Areas have suffered development and loss of integrity and are 
recommended to be removed from NRHP eligibility.   
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At the U.S. Route 15 Interchange the areas on the west side of the interchange that relate to both 
the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap (030-5610) and the Battle of Buckland Mills (030-5152) have 
lost both association and feeling due to development that includes a Walmart Shopping Center 
and an expanded hospital complex (Figure 29 and Figure 30).  This same area was previously 
examined By Cultural Resources, Inc. and recommended to be removed from PotNR (Stewart et 
al 2012).  Though DHR concurred with the recommendation mapping in VCRIS was not altered 
to reflect that change.    

The Interchange at the Route 234 Bypass on the north side of I-66 was partially excluded from 
the PotNR of the Second Battle of Manassas (076-5190) but not completely (Figure 31).  It is 
recommended that the area of the interchange be completely removed from PotNR due to its loss 
of association and feeling with the Second Battle of Manassas.   

Area along the south side of I-66 and the north side of Balls Ford Road are included in the Study 
Areas of both the First Battle of Manassas (076-5335) and the Second Battle of Manassas (076-
5190).  These areas have been partially developed since they were originally designated at 
PotNR in 2009 (Figure 32 and Figure 33).  It is recommended the sections that have been 
developed and include a hotel, office park, and a storage and parking lot be removed from PotNR 
due to loss of association and feeling with both the First Battle of Manassas and the Second 
Battle of Manassas.   

Continuing east along Balls Ford Road the University of Northern Virginia has been built along 
the edge of the PotNR for the First Battle of Manassas (076-5335).   Development can proceed 
no further east because Mayhew Park provides a buffer between the commercial development 
and Bull Run (Figure 33).  It is recommended that the area encompassing the University of 
Northern Virginia, its facilities and parking lot, be removed from NRHP eligibility due to loss of 
association and feeling with the First Battle of Manassas.   

Finally, to the east of Mount Olive Road the Cub Run Trail has been built along a pipeline 
corridor that is located on the north side of Cub Run.  Cub Run itself retains association and 
feeling with the First Battle of Manassas (076-5335) as one of the retreat routes for the Union 
soldiers.  However, the trail is not a historic landscape feature and retains no feeling or 
association with the First Battle of Manassas (Figure 35).  The trail represents only a small 
northern portion of the PotNR land in this area as it is adjacent to the modern housing 
development on the north.  It is recommended that the area along the Cub Run Trail within the 
APE be removed from NRHP eligibility due to its loss of association and feeling related to the 
First Battle of Manassas.   
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