Public Hearing

I-66 Outside the Beltway Improvements
Between U.S. Route 15 in Haymarket and
I-495/Capital Beltway in Fairfax County
Wednesday, May 27, 2015
5:30-9:00 p.m.
VDOT Northern Virginia District
4975 Alliance Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030

Thursday, May 28, 2015
5:30-9:00 p.m.
Oakton High School
2900 Sutton Road
Vienna, VA 22181

Tuesday, June 2, 2015
5:30-9:00 p.m.
Battlefield High School
15000 Graduation Drive
Haymarket, VA 20169

Wednesday, June 3, 2015
5:30-9:00 p.m.
Bull Run Elementary School
15301 Lee Highway
Centreville, VA 20121

Presentation at 7:00 p.m., followed by a public comment period

Welcome and Project Overview
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and
the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation
(DRPT) welcome you to tonight’s public hearing for the
I-66 Outside the Beltway Tier 2 Draft Environmental
Assessment (EA), Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, and
associated technical reports. Revised concept plans, which
reflect public input since the public information meetings
in January and February 2015, are also available at
tonight’s hearing. The public is invited to review and
discuss this information with project representatives, and
provide input.

The I-66 Outside the Beltway project involves transforming
25 miles of I-66 into a multimodal corridor that moves
people and traffic more efficiently. The purpose and
need of the project is to address existing and future
transportation problems. The project will:
•
•

Improve multimodal mobility along the I-66 corridor
by providing diverse travel choices in a cost-effective
manner; and
Enhance transportation safety and travel reliability.

Project Location

State Project: 0066-96A-297,P101

Federal Project: NH-066-1(300)

UPC: 105500

Proposed Project Description
The I-66 Outside the Beltway Project proposes
improvements that include:
•

Three regular lanes and two express lanes in
each direction;
• High-frequency bus service in the express lanes
with predictable travel times;
• Enhanced commuter park and ride lots; and
• Direct access between the express lanes and new
or expanded commuter lots.
The proposed express lanes would be dynamically-priced
toll lanes designed to provide a reliable, faster trip.
Drivers traveling with three or more occupants would be
considered High Occupancy Vehicles (HOV), and could use
the express lanes for free at any time. When completed,
a network of express lanes on I-495, I-95 and I-66 will
provide a seamless connected HOV and transit system for
the region.
Dedicated express lanes access ramps are under
consideration at key interchanges along the project
corridor. These dedicated access points are essential to
keep traffic flowing in the express lanes, and will provide
convenient access to and from key activity centers or
commuter park and ride lots.

Transit, Park and Ride Lots, and Transportation
Demand Management Strategies
An integrated network of robust transit service,
park-and-ride facilities, and transportation demand
management strategies is a critical element of the overall
project’s goals of moving more people and expanding
travel choices. The proposed project will provide new
transit routes and services, construct thousands of
parking spaces with direct access to the Express Lanes,
and support new travel choices. These strategies are
expected to help meet the project goals by:
•

Moving more people with less vehicles;

•

Taking you where you want to go, with point-topoint transit service; and

•

Offering reliable, efficient, and affordable
alternatives to driving alone.

The project team is also studying key interchanges to
address recurring congestion at bottlenecks, safety
concerns at hot-spot locations, bicycle and pedestrian
access, and infrastructure needs.

MOVING MORE PEOPLE

Traffic

The I-66 Corridor today carries more than 200,000 vehicles each day on its most heavily traveled and congested
segments. The proposed project improvements will move more people through the corridor and improve safety.
Regional transit and carpool networks will be connected and more people will be able to travel the corridor through
expanded and enhanced mode choices. Both existing and future travel demand will be better accommodated, resulting
in reduced hours of congestion and reduced cut-through traffic on local roads.

Path to Preferred Alternative

Project Cost

Environmental Review

The current, preliminary estimate for the project ranges
from $2 to $3 billion, and will be refined as more project
details are developed.

In compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended, the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) approved a Tier 1
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the
I-66 Corridor with a Tier 1 Record of Decision (ROD) in
November 2013. The Tier 1 ROD documents the FHWA’s
decision to advance ten improvement concepts, plus
tolling, from the Tier 1 FEIS and allows the Commonwealth
of Virginia to identify projects in the Tier 2 phase, which
includes the analysis of a combination of improvement
concepts from the Tier 1 FEIS/ROD.

Project Procurement
The method of procurement to transform I-66 Outside the
Beltway has not yet been determined. Several available
options are under consideration, ranging from a publicly
financed design-build contract to a public-private
partnership (P3) procurement. Financial experts, advisors,
and public and elected officials are working to evaluate
the various options, while ensuring the greatest value to
the public. The results of these evaluations will be
presented to the Commonwealth Transportation Board
(CTB) to advance the project into procurement.

Right of Way
VDOT is working to minimize the footprint of the project,
while determining the most effective and viable
transportation solutions for the I-66 Corridor. Concept plans
have been updated since being presented at public information meetings in early 2015, and reflect revisions, where
possible, to reduce impacts and preserve nearby homes.
Current concept plans show the potential property impacts
listed below.
The effort to reduce impacts will continue as the project’s
environmental and design process moves forward.
Final Right of Way impacts will be determined in 2016.
These impacts will be presented to the public at a Design
Public Hearing before the acquisition process begins, and
Right of Way representatives will work with impacted
property owners throughout the process.
Information about Right of Way purchase is discussed in
VDOT’s brochure, “Right of Way and Utilities: A Guide for
Property Owners and Tenants.” Copies of this brochure are
available this evening from a Right of Way representative.

The FHWA approved a Tier 2 Draft EA for this project
in May 2015. The Tier 2 Draft EA describes the project’s
purpose and need, alternatives under consideration,
and effects of the alternatives upon the surrounding
environment, as well as the agency coordination and
public involvement activities conducted to date. Copies
of the Tier 2 Draft EA, Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation,
technical reports and concept plans are available for
review at tonight’s hearing; they can also be viewed
online at www.transform66.org or at the public locations
listed on the website. In compliance with the provisions
of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800, information
concerning potential effects on properties listed in or
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places is also available at tonight’s hearing.
Submission of comments related to possible impacts
upon the natural and built environment, consideration
of cultural and historic resources, and alternatives are
encouraged.

Noise Walls
As part of the Tier 2 Draft EA, VDOT conducted a
preliminary noise analysis based on the preliminary concept
plans. Noise analysts used field measurements and
computer models to analyze and predict noise levels, based
on the loudest hour of the day for future conditions. All
evaluated noise walls will be reevaluated once a preferred
alternative is selected.

Provide Your Input; Comments Due By June 18, 2015
Public involvement is a critical element in the
development and delivery of transportation projects. Your
questions and comments are important to us. You are
invited to provide comments concerning the Tier 2 Draft
EA, Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation and other materials.
Comments received will be considered in making the final
decision on a preferred alternative, and will be addressed
in a Revised Environmental Assessment, which is
anticipated to be released later this year. To be included
in the public hearing report, comments are due by June
18, 2015.

BY MAIL:

How to Provide Your Comments:

Please reference “I-66 Outside the Beltway Public Hearing” in
the subject line of all correspondence.

AT TONIGHT’S PUBLIC HEARING:
•

Engage in discussions with project representatives.

•

Submit written comments on the enclosed comment
sheet.

•

Provide oral comments during the public comment
period following the presentation or individually to
the court reporter.

Civil Rights

Mail written comments to VDOT, attention Susan Shaw,
at: VDOT Northern Virginia District, 4975 Alliance Drive,
Fairfax, VA 22030

BY EMAIL:

Email your comments or questions to Transform66@VDOT.
Virginia.gov

ONLINE:

Submit your comments via the online comment form,
available at Transform66.org.

Stay informed - Visit Transform66.org

Contact Information

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in
all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more
information or special assistance for persons with
disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact VDOT’s
Civil Rights Division at 800-367-7623 or TTY/TDD 711.

Website:
Email:
Mail:

TTY/TDD:
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